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INTRODUCTION

This report summarizes the CLAWS-NIICE Annual Dialogue on “Traditional and Nontraditional Security issues in South Asia” convened at Yellow Pagoda Hotel, Kathmandu on
14th of September, 2019. This was the very first dialogue between the Centre for Land
Warfare Studies (CLAWS), an autonomous think tank based in New Delhi and Nepal
Institute for International Cooperation and Engagement (NIICE), an independent think
tank based in Kathmandu, Nepal. The dialogue was inaugurated by the Former Prime
Minister of Nepal and Senior Leader of Nepal Communist Party Mr. Madhav Kumar Nepal.
The attendees incorporated various senior security experts, diplomats, policymakers,
young professionals, researchers, scholars, politicians, representatives of various
academic fields, national competent authorities’ and other entities engaged in activities
relevant to security issues.
Eight distinguished delegates and speakers from Nepal Institute for International
Cooperation and Engagement (NIICE) and the Centre for Land Warfare Studies (CLAWS),
contributed to the dialogue through their brief presentations.
The conference was structured to foster discussion between the delegates and the
participants around the core theme of the conference, to identify multiple Traditional and
Non-traditional security issues, and draw up blueprints for collective action. The seminar
delivered an inclusive forum where the speakers and participants could discuss issues of
common concern and interest, alongside exchange ideas to identify challenges and trends
regarding the traditional and non- traditional security issues.
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THE INAUGURAL
SESSION

The Inaugural session commenced with the welcome remarks put forward by Research Director of NIICE, Dr.
Pramod Jaiswal, Distinguished Fellow of CLAWS, Lt. Gen Rakesh Sharma (Retd) along with The honorable
Chief Guest and Former Prime Minister of Nepal, Mr. Madhav Kumar Nepal.
In his introductory statements Dr. Jaiswal expressed his sincere gratitude towards all the speakers and
attendees and alongside made the partaking guests and the speakers acquainted with NIICE and the annual
dialogue between NIICE and CLAWS. Furthermore, he elucidated on the non-traditional security challenges
surfacing in the contemporary world order.

In order to deal with Non-Traditional Security issues, we need
unconventional thinking which can challenge the orthodox understanding
because the 21st century presents new paradigms to security” - Dr. Jaiswal.

Lt. Gen Sharma’s (Retd) remarks followed on behalf of CLAWS team, in the beginning of his remarks General
Sharma expressed his gratitude towards NIICE, Program Chair, and the participating entities. He then briefed
about CLAWS as a broad based and policy relevant think tank and shed brief light on how the India based
think tank works for studying and addressing different broad based clusters. Speaking on the occasion, the
Distinguished Fellow of CLAWS shared,

“The vision for CLAWS is we have endeavored to seek an interaction with the
authorities in India and the military sectors to ask them as to what is required
and to carry out focused discussion which is fed back into the system for
analysis and adaptation as necessary. So we are policy relevant think tank and
so we believe” - Lt. Gen Sharma (Retd)
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The Former Prime Minister of Nepal and the Honorable Chief Guest of the program, Mr. Madhav Kumar Nepal
likewise delivered his opening remarks. Mr. Nepal throughout his speech addressed on the ground reality of
the rise of Non-Traditional Security threats, that is lately observed to be more challenging than the Traditional
ones. He spoke about Nepal’s stand on combating terrorism through the implementation of the global counter
terrorism strategy and the various Security Council Resolutions. Mr. Nepal specifically pointed out the issues
that in particular require global attention on Environment Degradation and Climate Security. On the nontraditional security, he further emphasized the urgency for Nepal to act and deal on time with the
consequences of the environmental risk, as the country is located in between the two economic giants and the
highest carbon emitting countries, resulting in generating grave environment risks for Nepal with the special
reference to his book “Challenges of Environment” 2013. The former Prime Minister concluded by suggesting
ways in confronting and tackling the environmental risks where, in his words,

“We should focus on three dimensions for sustainable
management of environment and minimization of
risk. First-Multination of Environment, SecondGood Internal Management, and Third-Education
Extension”
- Former Madhav Kumar Nepal
.

To officially mark the beginning of a new relation
and its future potentials, the MoU signing
ceremony between NIICE and CLAWS was
convened.
The agreement was inked by Dr. Jyoti M Pathania,
Chairman CLAWS Outreach Committee and Dr.
Pramod Jaiswal, Research Director of NIICE. NIICE
and CLAWS signed MoU to conduct joint research,
joint seminars, Conferences to extend cooperation
in the areas of research and publications, to
facilitate the exchange of scholars and academic
ideas, to promote mutual professional
collaboration between the two think tanks and to
create awareness and knowledge among the
people of India and Nepal on important
international issues especially those concerning
with each other and South Asian neighbors.

The inaugural session was brought to an end by presenting token of appreciation to the
Honorable Chief Guest, Mr. Madhav Kumar Nepal on behalf of NIICE and CLAWS
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TECHNICAL SESSION I
The conference was executed based on two technical sessions. The first session was chaired by Dr Deepak
Prakash Bhatt that brought together four eminent scholars from Nepal and India to the stage; including Dr
Jyoti M. Pathania, Lt Gen Rakesh Sharma (Retd), Ms Sumitra Karki and Dr. Chandra Lal Pandey respectively.
Similarly, the second session chaired by Lt. Gen Rakesh Sharma (Retd), incorporated the presentations by
Col Anuraag Singh Rawat, Dr. Pramod Jaiswal, Dr. Deepak Prakash Bhatt and Ms Radhika Halder.

Dr Jyoti M. Pathania:

(Senior Fellow, Centre for Land Warfare Studies (CLAWS), New Delhi)
Topic: Conceptual Analysis: Non Traditional Security
Dr Jyoti M. Pathania highlighted the conceptual analysis on Non Traditional Security by proceeding with a brief introduction on
the conventional understanding of security further shedding the
light on how the dimension of security has broadened from
traditional to non-traditional, referring to the context of Human
Security. NTS threats, according to Dr Pathania, seeks facilitation
by non-traditional security measures, as challenges as such are
not just concealed within the scope of traditional military
concerns. She further stressed upon the role today’s youths can
play in mitigating such threat and the need to work on regional
and sub-regional efforts to tackle the issues like terrorism, water
sharing and other issues.
“The nation must look beyond the conventional military
:
security threats, address this nontraditional security issues
in-order to have a stable comprehensive and the holistic
security” -Dr Jyoti M Pathania
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Lt Gen Rakesh Sharma (Retd) :

(Distinguished Fellow, Centre for Land Warfare Studies (CLAWS), New Delhi)
Topic: Emerging Traditional and Non-Traditional Security Issues in South Asia.
Lt. Gen Rakesh Sharma (Retd) embarked with a challenging yet stimulating statement of his disagreement with
what the term security stands for wherein he stated that the term security today has been much maligned,
mentioning that it has been made more difficult for the understanding of the practitioners, with everything
being included under the term security.

“Human beings are human being not
the security beings. The issue of
security has caused immense amount
of incoherence and we need to address
the basics of the incoherence”
- Lt Gen Rakesh Sharma (Retd)

Acknowledging that the security landscape today has overlapped, Lt. Gen Rakesh Sharma(Retd) further
pointed out that there is a blurring of line between nontraditional and traditional security, which shares an
obvious relation. The all-inclusive non-traditional issues according to Sharma matters tremendously that
encompasses the issues of water, migration and, precipitation change. He concluded by stating that the
aspiration of our society is rising high further leading towards need for the basic socio-economic development
which cannot be denied for tomorrow. The demand of the people to rise from socio-economic weakness, the
imbalances in development amongst the regions causes immense amount of grief in the society.

Ms Sumitra Karki
(Program Coordinator and Research Associate, Nepal
Institute for International Cooperation and Engagement
Topic: Human Trafficking in South Asia
Ms Sumitra Karki started off with the prevailing
misconceptions on Human trafficking. This was followed
by the basics of issue of Human Trafficking that
incorporates the causes, types, means, and victims of
Human Trafficking. The center of Ms Karki’s presentation
was the context of South Asia; this was done concisely by
presenting data’s, facts and analysis in regard to the
respective eight South Asian countries.
With more than 75 percent of Human Trafficking done for sexual exploitation and over 50 percent of all Human
Trafficking victims being children, she concluded by urging the need for the concerned authorities and the world to
stand against Human Trafficking before it’s too late.

Q &A
Session I

During the Q&A session, Mitra Bandhu Poudel, affiliated to
Nobel Business Review raised the issue about the river
ecosystem and his serious concern regarding the
government’s plan to bring ships through Narayani river.
This plan, according to him, holds severe consequences
aiding to destruction of aquatic life affecting the ecosystem
and the wetland species leading to the major loss in tourism
of Nepal. Likewise, Major General Thapa shedding the light
on the non-traditional security issue in South Asia seeked
for the ways that can help tackle the issue regarding
terrorism, water sharing, migration and the aspiration of the
people.
To these concerns and comments Lt. Gen Rakesh Sharma (Retd) added that while we aspire to develop there are
going to be issues as such that ascends, and the government will have to weight out what is the important issue
to be addressed as there always has to be a balance met. Addressing the concern Lt. Gen Rakesh Sharma
accentuated the seriousness and the prominence of such issues in the long run which required an appropriate
attention rendering to the nature(bilateral or multilateral). The debates and discussions via media and different
form is of high significance during such state, where the bilateral issues seeks bilateral forum and the multilateral
issues requires multilateral forums.
As per Lt. Gen Rakesh Sharma (Retd) it is therefore
very important that we address these issues. If one
forum is not working, we need to strive for the
alternative ones to get across and start talking and
pondering regarding such subjects. The aspirations of
the people are key among such issues. The
communities are diverse and are agitating as they
feel left out and it is imperative for them to reach out
to the developed ones, this lopsidedness of the
development needs to be tackled. Here much more
advancements can be carried out in discussions
amongst ourselves. He additionally stressed on the
need to strengthen the forums such as BBIN,
BIMSTEC to talk multilaterally in the multilateral
issues.
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TECHNICAL SESSION II
This session was officiated by Lt. Gen Rakesh Sharma (Retd) and included the presentations by distinguished
speakers, Col. Anuraag Singh Rawat, Dr. Pramod Jaiswal, Dr. Deepak Prakash Bhatt and Radhika Halder.

Dr. Chandra Lal Pandey
(Assistant Professor at Kathmandu
University)
Topic: Narayani to Gandak: Trajectories of
Trans-boundary Water Governance &
Civic Engagement

Dr. Chandra Lal Pandey commenced with the introduction of the transboundary water governance, deliberating
and converging mainly on the issue of irrigation and power. The issue drawn into center by Dr Pandey’s
presentation was the role of the civil societies and the local community, the barriers and challenges, limitations and
opportunities for trans-boundary civic engagement, in river water governance. Granting the historical, social and
cultural context of the communities sharing the international borders, Dr Pandey suggested some effective
measures to overcome the hurdles and the existing complication in the trajectories. He urged the need for
immediate revision of the agreement to share equitable benefits of the trans-boundary river and the need to go
beyond the narrow state-centric framework to capture the essence of command communities and hinterlands
development.
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Col. Anuraag Singh Rawat
(Senior Fellow at Centre for Land Warfare Studies, New Delhi)
Topic: Terrorism as an Emerging Threat to South Asia
Structured in four parts, Col. Rawat’s presentation on the first half focused on what is terrorism and why we
haven’t been able to define it. Looking individually at each South Asian countries, Col. Anuraag Singh Rawat
offered a detailed overview on how Terrorism has been emerging as a threat in South Asia. With South Asian
region being characterized by very complex security situation and some of its countries even acquiring top
positions in Global Terrorism Index- 2018, terrorism according to Col. Rawat poses a direct threat to South Asia.

“It’s time to have a new security initiative,
a regional counter
terrorism initiative that would have
experts from different country working
together. If the functionality issue with a
country hinders the effectiveness of such
grouping than sub regional model like
BIMTSTEC already in place could be
followed”
- Col Anuraag Singh Rawat
“The regional cooperation in terrorism is imperative today and cannot be
held hostage thus ways and means to make it possible is the only way forward”.

Concluding his presentation, he suggested that at the national level we need comprehensive measures
covering intelligence, information security, legal and economic domain, however, with the complex and
multidimensional modern day terrorism, it cannot be fought in isolation, the regional cooperation is essential.

Dr. Deepak Prakash
Bhatt
(Founding Chairperson, Nepal
Center for Security
Governance)
Topic: Security Sector
Governance in South Asia
Dr. Deepak Prakash Bhatt’s intensive presentation revolved around the security concerns in the sector of
governance. Remarking the differences between the conventional and the unconventional security context,
Dr. Bhatta offered his analysis on the diversifying internal and the external challenges with the special
reference to the threats emerging in today’s cyber world.
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Dr. Pramod Jaiswal

(Research Director at (NIICE), Nepal)
Topic: Environment Security and the Disaster
Management in South Asia.

The extensive presentation by Dr. Jaiswal brought into attention the need of environmental security and
disaster management in context of South Asia. Noting the importance of the relationship between the
environment and the security, Dr Jaiswal acknowledged the major environmental and disaster risk
concerns for South Asia. The presentation concluded by proposing certain procedures such as risk
identification, awareness and mitigation which according to Dr. Jaiswal can be done effectively over the
improvement of the institutional capacity.

Ms. Radhika Halder
(Program Analyst at Niti
Foundation, Kathmandu)
Topic: Radicalization and Terrorism
in South Asia

Ms Radhika Halder introduced terrorism by bringing to the fore the major factors contributing to its existence
as well as its evolution. This was then followed by the understanding of South Asia’s vulnerabilities that
provide scope for potential radicalization and terrorism given the region’s existing vast militant landscape. Ms
Halder accentuated how terrorism today has shifted from the control of an individual leader to that of a
certain ideology, fostering homegrown and self-taught radicalization as well. The major policy insulation of Ms
Halder’s presentation was that the efforts to counter terror must be preventive rather than prescriptive which
requires a much-needed regional approach involving capacity building, knowledge enhancement and social
resilience.

Q &A
I
Session I

In the course of the second Q&A session, participants raised concerns and scrutiny
about the efforts that are required to be made by the countries for enrichment of
the effective collaboration during disasters. Addressing this very concern, Dr. Jaiswal
pointed out that good bilateral relation has helped countries like Nepal to gain
assistance however; the situation might not be same for all the countries. Hence,
there is a necessity of a regional framework with the better institutional capacity.

While the relation among the countries might fluctuate but having
a sustainable regional framework will help us deliver with such
issue more effectively. Nepal-India and Nepal-China often has
military drills related to the disaster management and other
forms of the bilateral engagement at different fronts but
unfortunately not at a regional level.
Tasbihulla Tasmim, student from Afghanistan underlining the
situation in his country and its neighboring state Pakistan’s
policies in regard to terrorism, raised his concern over how can
South Asian countries find a unified definition for terrorism and
the way to fight against it in South Asia.
In this background, Col Anuraag Singh Rawat, spoke
about the good and bad terrorist policies of Pakistan
and when a country as such follows these sort of
policies as to terrorism today, one of the way
forward can be a sub-regional grouping that includes
all the other countries excluding the one that has
been hindering the functionality as evidently done by
BIMESTEC. Dr. Chandra Panday, similarly raised two
important issues; the nexus between environment
degradation and poverty; and in context of apparent
environment security concerns for different countries,
what can be the primacies of the issues discussed
ranging from water, migration, terrorism etc. and the
ways to prioritize them?

Q &A
I
Session I

As per Dr .Jaiswal, the nexus between the environment and the poverty
is that the poor people have to rely on the environment for livelihood,
for instance on forest for woods and resources causing more harm to
the environment. As a result, poor won’t be bothered by the
environment and focus more on their survival and livelihood when it
comes to issue of priority.

Dr. Jaiswal then moved on to the context of the Coastal versus
Himalaya countries, he emphasized that at this moment priority
should be given to the source i.e to stop the melting of the snow
in the Himalayan countries and not just only on the cause of rise
in the sea level. Yet, people are not much bothered by problems
faced by the mountainous countries. Adding to this Lt. Gen Rakesh
Sharma (Rted) specified that there are billion and half (one fourth
of the global population) residing close to the Himalayas however
the world is more engrossed on the coastal areas which creates
an urgency that we as mountainous countries need sell our issue
bringing more attention to it.

Ten biggest rivers in the world all starts from these
nations and if the ice melts the countries like Maldives
and Bangladesh will be underwater and at the same
time this will also affect the largest production of
wheat belt missing out the food relationship. The
South Asian Region being more prone to consequences
requires a body which studies such matters and
debates helping the countries to decide on what to do
at what time. Hence, it is a high time that we have an
effective regional mechanism.
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